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home, Japan will need all her strength in the coming years
of development. A point on the other side, however, worth
consideration is that Canada from time to time may actually
need Japanese workmen, and we should be sorry to think
that districts which are thirsting for unskilled labour, and
plenty of it, should deny themselves out of homage to a
theory. Under some conditions the exclusion of Japanese
would undoubtedly be no more than a theory, and an
expensive theory too ; though where white labour is plentiful
and the standard of comfort established we must admit that
the introduction of Japanese who would lower the standard
of comfort is quite another matter. The richer classes may
be able to live in the presence of Asiatic immigrants without
inconvenience, but the working classes have to live with
them on terms of proximity or intimacy, and the collision
of different moral and religious codes might mean discomfort
at the best and social catastrophe at the worst. As for the
more obvious matter of competition in the labour market,
we have not, perhaps, justified our Colonists as much as we
might have done by imagining the problem reversed. Suppose
that Japan were the field of immigration, and the lowest
class of casual British workmen poured into it habitually,
We imagine that the Japanese would object almost as
strongly as the Canadians and Americans have done. The
Japanese are accustomed to see only well-to-do and capable
Europeans in their country; but, if it were otherwise, they
might have reason to recognise that immigration is not
denounced only out of racial prejudice. However that may
be, Japan has just acted with the good temper, dignity,
and penetration which were a lesson to the world when
the Treaty of Portsmouth was signed. Japan is not afraid
of herself; she has a form of wisdom which, we prophesy,
will surprise others again and again, but will ultimately
serve her well."

Replying recently to a deputation representing the
Trades Congress of Canada, Sir Wilfred Laurier stated that
the immigration of Hindus and Japanese had practically